Free Period/Part Time Enrollment Request - ZHS Seniors only.
All students pursuing the ZHS diploma in grades 9-11 must be enrolled in a full 15 courses during the year. Seniors by state requirements must be enrolled in enough courses in order to meet minimum graduation requirements.  It is recommended that all Seniors be enrolled as full time students by taking 5 letter graded classes each semester.  Students who plan to attend college should be enrolled in a full college preparatory curriculum the entire senior year. Full time enrollment may be accomplished through a variety of methods including Running Start, YV Tech, independent study from colleges and universities, etc. Note: taking more than 1 course Pass/Fail or less than 4 letter graded classes is considered PART TIME ENROLLMENT. 
Seniors with parent permission may petition the high school principal to request  a free period/part time enrollment if they have earned a specific amount of credits and are on track to graduate. 

Part Time enrollment may effect eligibility standards (WIAA & Local) for athletics, academic awards, auto insurance requirements, scholarship eligibility and even admission to college. Colleges have rescinded offers to seniors who choose to drop full time status during their senior year
College bound students and parents please take note of this letter from WWU as it offers good advice when making high school course choices.  The courses you take are very significant in your opportunity to be accepted at and attend a 4 year college. (Reprinted with permission)

I write in anticipation of a lot of disappointed students knocking on your door in the next few weeks. Given the fact that many will be holding letters of denial from WWU, we hope this information can also be used to motivate younger students when planning their schedules.

     With 9,500 applications for 2,650 freshman enrollment spaces (compared with 8,850 applications for 2,600 spaces in 2007). True to what we've said for years, the most significant factor considered when reviewing applications was cumulative academic performance -including grade point average, nature and difficulty of courses, grade trends, and a student's willingness to pursue the most rigorous academic route available. Leadership, contributions to the community, and individual circumstances were additionally considered.  While we've worked hard to inform students about our review process, it appears that many do not understand that the following factors weigh strongly in the application review.

· Junior and/or senior schedule lacking rigor- Little or no academic coursework beyond core, even though options were available. Far too many capable students mistakenly assumed that simply meeting core requirements was sufficient or that their senior year was not important. 
· Taking the easier course when more rigorous options were available

· Waiting until the last "minute" to complete core classes

· Taking less than a full load each semester in high school, numerous TA and non-academic offerings

· Sporadic or negative grade trends

· On-going struggles in math. 

· Poor performance in Running Start or other college credit options programs

· Poor presentation in application; not taking the time to put the best foot forward

· Failure to help us understand academic choices and decisions

· Missing deadlines; failing to follow-up on requests; cutting corners

· Poor presentation; not taking the time to put the best foot forward; missing deadlines; failing to follow up on requests for additional information. 

· Personal statement/essay that did not highlight personal strengths, individual distinctions or otherwise help the student to come alive for the admissions committee 

The following are the minimum credits that are recommended for a request to be considered :
26.0 Credits Fall Term

26.5 Credits Winter Term

27.0 Credits Spring Term
If you meet these minimum credits listed, please complete the information on the back of this paper.
Name_______________________________________________________ 

I have Total Credits earned:_____________  through (list last Semester)________________
My Course Plans For The Year Are:
	Per
	Fall
	Winter
	Spring

	1
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	


Please attach answers on an additional sheet of paper and answer each of these questions completely.
1. List your specific courses and credits need for graduation?
2. What are your future education and career plans?
3. Why are you requesting less than full time enrollment?
4. Have you contacted your future post secondary school choice about your senior schedule and determined how that might impact your admission or success at that school?

5. List any other information that would support your request for part time enrollment.
Please read and sign below if you wish to continue your request for part time enrollment.

Be aware that enrolling in less than 5 classes (less than 4 of 5 letter graded) at ZHS may:

· make us ineligible for academic awards recognition

· effect our opportunities to participate in athletics and/or other extra-curricular activities

· limit scholarship awards

· be denied admission to some schools or colleges 
· effect our insurance premiums for the student driver.  
We are aware that the school is advising all students maintain full time enrollment.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature


          Date 


                         Parent  Signature

Approves      Disapproves    _________________________________________ Principal     
