Zillah School District

 Maintenance and Operations Levy
Q & A Fact Sheet

What is a Maintenance and Operations (M&O) Levy?  A Maintenance and Operations Levy is a special property tax that allows citizens a way to fund school programs not covered by state or federal dollars.  The approval of the M&O Levy in the Zillah School District allows the district to continue to maintain and operate educational programs to their current status.  The M&O Levy is not a new tax; it is a replacement (renewal of previously passed levy) tax that voters approve every two years.  

What is the length, the amount and property tax rate of the proposed Maintenance and Operations Levy?  On December 19, 2011 the Zillah School District Board of Directors approved by resolution a levy amount of $775,000 for tax years 2012-13 and 2013-14.  
Levy Data:

Current levy amount:                                      $725,000

Current rate/$1000:                                         $2.12

Current levy tax on $100,000 home:              $212.00/year

Proposed levy amount:                                   $775,000

Proposed rate/$1000:                                      $2.24

Proposed levy tax on $100,000 home:            $224.00/year

Increase from current to proposed:                 $50,000

Increase rate/$1000:                                        $.12

Increase levy tax on $100,000 home:             $12.00/year

If you have concerns, questions or comments with the Board’s resolution  please contact Board Secretary, Kevin McKay at 829-5911 or mckay_k@zsd.wednet.edu.   
Why is there a need to increase the Levy?
In order for the Zillah School District to continue to operate and maintain current educational programs it must have additional funding or will be forced to reduce or eliminate non basic education programs.  The cost to operate educational programs continues to rise and at the same time the funding from state and federal sources continues to decline.  Just like home and business owners, schools face rising operational and maintenance costs.  Costs for insurance, utilities, goods and services, fuel, supplies and materials are all going up each year.  

What is levy equalization and how does it impact the Zillah School District?       Levy equalization provides funds to low property valuation school districts.  The Zillah School District is considered by the state to be a low property valuation district.  School Districts must pass their levy in order to receive the state equalization funds.  The Zillah School District would receive approximately $1,000,000 in levy equalization funds each year from the state.
What is the history of the Zillah School District Maintenance and Operations Levy?  The patrons of the Zillah School District have the tradition of supporting their schools as evident by the Levy election results listed below.

	Election Date
	Passed Percentage

	2/2/1982
	63.3%

	2/8/1983
	74.1%

	2/7/1984
	77.5%

	2/4/1986
	77.5%

	2/2/1988
	69.0%

	2/6/1990
	83.6%

	2/4/1992
	86.2%

	2/8/1994
	78.5%

	2/6/1996
	73.1%

	4/28/1998
	67.7%

	2/29/2000
	60.4%

	2/5/2002
	69.6%

	2/3/2004
	63.3%

	2/7/2006
	65.5%

	2/19/2008
	64.6%

	2/9/2010
	70.69%


How do the Zillah School District rates compare to other school districts? 

	2010-11 levy tax rate:

	East Valley
	$2.77 

	Grandview
	$1.71 

	Granger
	$2.42 

	Highland
	$3.25 

	Naches
	$3.06 

	Selah
	$3.43 

	Sunnyside
	$1.21 

	Toppenish
	$2.06 

	Union Gap
	$2.79 

	West Valley
	$2.81 

	Yakima
	$2.88 

	Zillah
	$2.05 

	
	


When will voters be asked to vote on the Maintenance and Operations Levy?   The Zillah School District’s Maintenance and Operations Levy Election is part of the February 14, 2012 Special Elections. This is an all mail in election.  Ballots will be mailed to registered Zillah School District voters on or about January 22, 2012.  
What does the Zillah School District use the levy funds for?

Funds raised by the M&O Levy are used to fully or partial fund the following

Instruction: 
            
Full Day Kindergarten

Smaller class size

 
Fine Arts, Physical Education and Character Education classes
Advanced courses in math, science, social studies and English 

             Summer school & after school programs  

            
Field trips
            
Instructional materials-textbooks, supplies and materials 

            
Staff development-training, supplemental work days 
Alternative education 

            
Equipment-computers, audio/video systems, copy machines, furniture  

Operations: 

            
Custodial-staff, equipment, supplies, materials 

            
Utilities 

            
Insurance 

            
Legal Assistance 

            
Maintenance-staff, equipment, supplies, materials 

            
Transportation-buses, vans, cars, extra-curricular trips, drivers 

Security and Safety Systems   

Facilities and Maintenance: 

   
Technology-computers, student data, repairs, trouble shooting, monitoring         

Equipment-tools, vehicles, fuel 

            
Grounds-mowers, irrigation systems, fertilizing, litter control 

            
Buildings-HV/AC, repairs, carpets, paint            
 

Extra Curricular:

            
Middle School and High School Athletics 

            
Mighty Leopards 

            
Drama, Pep Band 


Advisors/Coaches-stipends, supplemental contracts
            
Travel-transportation, meals, lodging 

            
Equipment 

            
Field maintenance 

            
Security 
Need more information?
Use the Zillah School District Levy Website:  www.zillahschools.org/ZSD/levy.htm or contact Kevin McKay, ZSD Superintendent at 829-5911
