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John Griffin, 

Academic/Career Guidance Counselor

griffin_j@zsd.wednet.edu
                November 17, 2011
Dear Parents,

I have met with   in a Sophomore guidance conference to discuss current academic status, graduation progress, state testing, PEARLS, careers and to update their High School and Beyond Plan (HSBP)
Notes for Sophomores and parents:

· For your convenience I have produced a Sophomore Guidance website at www.zillahschools.org/ZHS/ZHS_Soph_Guidance/index.htm which includes information on graduation, PEARLS, post secondary opportunities, financial aid and scholarships. This as an “electronic guidance book” for the family to study together. 
· Please stay active in your student’s education by keeping in contact with teachers. Use Family Access to check student grades each week at https://www2.scrdc.wa-k12.net/scripts/cgiip.exe/WService=wzillahs71/fwemnu01.w. Do not hesitate to call or email teachers at any time you have a question or concern. Staff email addresses are posted at  www.zillahschools.org/staff 

· Washington State Testing: To earn a diploma, students must demonstrate proficiency in core subjects by passing Reading and  Writing exams (HSPE) and  at least 1 Math End of Course Exam (EOC) either Algebra or Geometry.  

· HSPE testing: Writing March 13-14 and Reading HPSE March 15.
· Math EOC- If your student took either the Algebra 1 or Geometry EOC in June 2011 but did not meet standards there will be Math Assessments (EOC) retakes February 9. 

· Biology/Science EOC:  All sophomores will take the Biology EOC on May 31.
· Math EOC- Math testing will be given again to students who have not met standard in Algebra 1 or Geometry June 4-5. Your students current math teacher can give you further information on EOC’s or you may visit the OSPI website www.k12.wa.us/Mathematics/End-of-CourseExams.aspx  

· A high school diploma is an important step, but to secure more desirable employment, education beyond high school is recommended though universities, community-technical colleges, specialty schools, the military, or apprenticeship programs. Information on careers, military, schools and colleges are posted at www.zillahschools.org/ZHS 

· Research your top career interests using the Washington Occupational Information Service (WOIS) at home or in the ZHS Library at www.wois.org/online  The ZHS password for 2011-12 is NTF762 or try the Washington State Career Bridge at www.careerbridge.wa.gov 
· Students should take the most challenging courses available.  Before graduating we recommend completing 4 credits each of Math, Science, Social Studies and English. National studies prove that students who pursue a four year college degree are most successful if they completed courses such as pre-calculus, calculus, chemistry, physics and advanced biology.  

· College  Bound? University Admission-Core Academic Distribution Requirements (CADR’s): CADR information can be found at www.hecb.wa.gov/sites/default/files/RevisedMCASOverviewParents-April2011_1.pdf Please review how this effects Juniors. Students who complete the recommended ZHS 4-year plan will be on track for CADR’s.

· PEARLS: Sophomore year works are due May 1.  Follow the PEARLS recommendation sheets given to your student, which will allow sophomores the chance to complete a few items each year and reduce the load on their senior year. The website www.zillahschools.org/PEARLS/ is full information and forms to help guide both students and parents.

· Job Shadows:  A job shadow is required as part of the PEARLS project for graduation. Sophomores should try to complete a job shadow in a career area that matches their High School and Beyond Plan this year. Families are allowed to arranged this on their own and may be considered a school related absence if the student pre-arranges the absence in the office.
· YV Tech next year as a junior your student may attend YV Tech www.yvtech.us free of charge to develop technical skills in one of 18 different programs. Many also earn free college credit through YVCC.  Call YV Tech at 573-5500 to schedule a tour and to get further information.
·  Paying for College: The family should begin to learn about financial aid this year.  The website www.zillahschools.org/ZHS/ZHS_Soph_Guidance/index.htm will provide sound financial information.  

· Did you complete a Free/Reduced Lunch form this year?  If not, please do so today because some college financial aid opportunities are only available for those families who have completed this form.  Contact any school secretary or the district office to complete this form. Information is confidential.

· Students and Parents please email griffin_j@zsd.wednet.edu subscribe to the ZHS e-newsletter.  Each week a newsletter will be sent directly to you to help you stay informed about ZHS events.

· ZHS News Notifications-“LIKE” us on Facebook atwww.facebook.com/pages/Zillah-WA/Zillah-High-School-Weekly-Newsletter/128741503836565 .   and/or Twitter http://twitter.com/ZHS_News 

Once you review the information and resources provided from this conference, please call or email follow-up questions to me.







Sincerely,

                                               John Griffin







John Griffin, 







Guidance Counselor 

Academic, Career, Post Secondary
