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57. PERSONAL STATEMENT: TIPS & INSTRUCTIONS

THE PERSONAL STATEMENT, A CRITICAL PART
OF YOUR APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION AND
FOR SCHOLARSHIPS, IS A REQUIRED PART OF
YOUR ADMISSION FILE

TELL US WHO

YOU ARE

When you write your
Personal Statement, tell
us about those aspects of
your life that are not apparent from information pro-
vided in the rest of your application file. Tell us about
the experiences that don’t show up on vour transcript:

a character-defining moment, a personal challenge
faced, a hardship overcome—or the cultural awareness
you've developed. Your Personal Statement is the best
means we have of getting to know you.

TOPICS

All applicants must write on topic 1. In addition, applicants
who find either topic 2 or 3 or both to be relevant to their
life experience are encouraged to write about them.

REQUIRED TOPIC

I Describe an experience in vour life that either demon-
strates your character or helped to shape it.

OPTIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL TOPICS

2 Describe any personal hardships or barriers you've had
to overcome and explain how they have affected vour
education.

3 In the context of your life experience, describe your
understanding of cultural differences, how this awareness
was acquired, and how it has affected you.

FORMAT
Spelling, grammar, and punctuation are considered.

+Type or write your response to topic 1 on no more than
two sheets of 8.5 x 11" white paper. Double-space your
lines, and use only one side of each sheet.

Responses to the optional topics should be limited to
an additional page or two.

* Print your name, the date, and the words “Personal
Statement” at the top of each page, and attach the
pages to your application.

5 TIPS FOR THE WRITER

1. Remember that you can define “experience” broadly. It
could be a meeting with an influential person, a news
article that spurred you to action, something insignifi-
cant to everyone else that had particular significance for
you. We do not think that any one thing shaped vour
character, and we don’t expect to read about something
earthshattering in every personal statement!

2. Keep in mind there’s a separate cover sheet to discuss

extracurricular activities and awards, so don’t replicate
that list in your statement. Such narrative lists don’t
make for inspired writing—or reading.

3. Be aware that many applicants write about similar

topics—an athletic victory, a mission trip to Mexico—so
consider how to make your statement stand out.

4. You may choose to write about an encounter specific to

your ethnic group or race, or about something vou read,
experienced, or observed firsthand. World travel is only
one of many ways to develop cultural awareness. We
readers would like to know what has affected vour per-
spective—and what awareness you would bring to the
University community, We are interested in the depth of
your perceptions rather than the miles vou've traveled.

5. Proofread, proofread, proofread!
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Following is an example of a personal essay. 4H Guy

Thinkafﬁ_m- secific incident that you remember that has been important in makiné you the unique
individual you are. What was the experience? When did it happen? Who was involved? Where did
it ccour?

With my arm forced into a sheep all the way up to my armpit, I struggled to help
deliver three new lambs. Ten minutes later, I washed up and changed from my
soiled jeans and t-shirt into a freshly pressed white tux and bow tie. The lambs
were out and off to a good start with their mother, and now I would be able to
depart for my next gig, playing with the Washington Coast Lab Band. My music
performances are scheduled in advance, but my ewe didn't check my calendar
before she decided to lamb. Experiencing the birth of triplets is uncommon, but
for me, days filled with 4-H projects and music are not. I'm willing to accept a
hectic schedule because of the positive impact my animals and music has had on my
life.

i__‘ ___Wﬂ did it affect you or change you?

I've raised sheep for nine years, and it is a decidedly unprofitable business. Due to
low market prices, for every lamb I sell I lose about $50. Raising sheep, however,
has taught me about record keeping and responsibility. There is no instant
gratification when it comes to sheep. You have to start planning in September for
an animal to sell in an auction the following August. I've also learned to deliver
lambs and in at least a few cases, both the ewe and the lambs would have died
without my assistance. Even if I am available during the lambing time, there is no
guarantee that everything will go as planned. I like to be control of things and if I
could, I'd make things perfect. The unpredictability of nature has forced me to be

more flexible and find alternative ways to reach my goals.

|_' Why is this important to making you who YOU are, both now and in the future?







